


Crisis In Canadaõs Engineering Labour Market
2

Å Why does OSPE call it a crisis?

Å Which sectors are having trouble getting experienced engineers.

Å The underemployment level by profession and province.

Å The impact of the supply/demand gaps since 1996.

Å tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ όL¢9Ωǎ).

Å Recruiting disconnects that affect L¢9ΩǎΦ

Å Experience and training challenges affecting all engineers.

Å Potential solutions.

Å Supplementary labourƳŀǊƪŜǘ Řŀǘŀ όL¢9ΩǎΣ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎΣ ǎŀƭŀǊƛŜǎύΦ

Å Q/A

Outline
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Õ PEO- Professional Engineers Ontario is the regulatory authority. 

Õ Governs license and certificate holders.

Õ RŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎέ in Ontario to serve and protect 
the public.

Õ Membership is mandatory.

Õ OSPE- Ontario Society of Professional Engineers is the voice of the 
engineering profession in Ontario. 

Õ Advances the professional and economic interests of all Ontario 
engineers.

Õ Advocates on behalf of the profession with governments, industry 
and the public.

Õ Membership is voluntary.

Õ h{t9 ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ t9h ƛƴ нллл ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅέ ŀƴŘ άǎŜƭŦ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ

hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ
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ω From 2011 to 2020 about 111,000 engineering jobs will become available 
in Canada mostly for engineers with over 10 years experience to replace 
retirees.  Ref 1)

ω From 2011 to 2020 about 182,000 engineers will enter the work force in 
Canada but most do not have sufficient sector specific experience to 
qualify for the available jobs.  Ref 1)

ω This disconnect (insufficient number of engineering jobs and the need for 
sector specific experience) is creating severe underemployment in the 
engineering profession.  Ref 2)

Why Does OSPE Call it a Crisis ?

1) 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ LabourMarket in Canada: Projections 
ǘƻ нлнлΣ Cƛƴŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмнέΦ

2) h{t9 ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άCǊƻƳ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ /ŀǊŜŜǊέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Statistics Canada 2011 
National Household Surveydata.
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3) Ontario Chamber of Commerce, 2013 Pre-Budget Submission. 

9ƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ /ŀƴΩǘ CƛƴŘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ
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tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέΦ wŜŦ оύ 
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ά¦ƴŘŜǊŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ

a university degree (the REDbars in the charts below). Ref 2)

Engineering Underemployment Levels are High

6

2) h{t9 ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άCǊƻƳ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ /ŀǊŜŜǊέΦ






























